
PPEP TEC HIGH SCHOOL 
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

DATE: July 13, 2026 
TIME: 6:10 PM 

LOCATION: Zoom Meeting and Conference Call 
                   

  

 
CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting is delayed from its scheduled 6:00 PM start due to the absence of Board President Maria 
Chavez and board member Dr. Ricardo Castro-Salazar. Mr. Carpenter contacts President Chavez by 
phone and she joins the meeting via speakerphone, establishing quorum at 6:10 PM. Roll call is 
conducted by Superintendent Berumen. Dr. Ricardo Castro-Salazar is absent without prior 
confirmation. President Maria Chavez participates via speakerphone due to computer issues. Quorum 
is confirmed with five members present and Madam President Maria Chavez calls the meeting to order 
at 6:10 PM. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Approval of the June 29, 2026 Meeting Minutes – Action Item 
The motion is made to approve the minutes of the June 29, 2026 meeting by board member Dr. 
Celestino Fernandez and seconded by board member Linda Dailing. All board members present vote in 
the affirmative; the motion is carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

Arizona State Board for Charter Schools Final Review – Jose Yepez Learning Center Address 
Correction – Action Item 
Superintendent Berumen presents an update on the Arizona State Board for Charter Schools FY26 
interval reviews, which identifies one open action item requiring correction by August 8, 2026. She 
reports that the Jose Yepez Learning Center must submit a School Location Amendment Request 
because the physical address listed in the school website footer, 201 N. Bingham Ave. #17, Somerton, 
AZ 85350, does not match the contractual address on file with ASBCS, 201 N. Bingham, Somerton, 
Arizona 85350. An administratively complete School Location Amendment Request must be submitted 
to align the two addresses, and a board vote is required to authorize the correction. 

 
The motion is made to approve and submit the correction of the Jose Yepez Learning Center address 
to include Suite 17 as required by charter board by board member Dr. Celestino Fernandez and 
seconded by board member Gertha Brown-Hurd. All board members present vote in the affirmative; the 
motion is carried. 

 
Formal Adoption of the FY2027 Budget – Action Item 

Mr. Carpenter presents the FY2027 budget for formal adoption. The budget was reviewed and 
approved by the board at the June 29, 2026 meeting. Two refinements have been made since that 
review: a $10,000 addition for graduation ceremony venue rental, based on a recommendation from 
Board President Chavez at the June meeting, which the board recognized as a much-needed upgrade 
to graduation facilities; and an adjustment to the projected balance tab to better reflect current cash 
reserves. 

 

In Attendance - Board Via Zoom In Attendance - Administration Via Zoom 
Maria Chavez, Board President (via speakerphone) Monica Berumen, PTHS Superintendent  
Dr. Celestino Fernandez, Board Member Troy Carpenter, PTHS Director of Business Operations 
Gertha Brown-Hurd, Board Member  
Linda Dailing, Board Member  
Maritza Lynn Higuera, Board Member  
 

 

Not in Attendance  
Dr. Ricardo Castro-Salazar, Board Member  



Board member Maritza Lynn Higuera acknowledges she reviewed the meeting notes from the June 29 
meeting and expresses support for the graduation venue expense addition. No objections or concerns 
are raised by any board members. Mr. Carpenter notes that a copy of the adopted budget will be sent 
to board member Higuera for her signature, as she participated in establishing quorum. 

 
The motion is made to formally adopt the FY2027 budget as presented, including the $10,000 
graduation ceremony venue allocation, by board member Linda Dailing and seconded by board 
member Dr. Celestino Fernandez. All board members present vote in the affirmative; the motion is 
carried. 

 
UPDATES 

Arizona State Board for Charter Schools – Renewal Status Update 
 

Superintendent Berumen and Mr. Carpenter provide a brief update on the overall status of the charter 
board renewal process. Superintendent Berumen confirms the renewal is effectively complete with only 
the Jose Yepez address correction remaining as an outstanding item. Mr. Carpenter acknowledges the 
significance of completing all technical corrections and commends Superintendent Berumen for 
successfully navigating the renewal process under difficult circumstances. Superintendent Berumen 
expresses gratitude to Mr. Carpenter for his support and assistance throughout the process. 

 
Board Member Announcement – Upcoming Resignation 
 
Following the conclusion of the formal agenda, a long-serving board member shares a personal 
announcement regarding her upcoming resignation from the PPEP governing board. She explains that 
her husband’s declining health and loss of transportation have made it increasingly difficult to fulfill 
board duties, including attending meetings, visiting farms, and participating in graduation ceremonies. 
She notes that she has served on the board for 32 years and remains committed to ensuring a smooth 
transition before formally stepping down. 

 
The board member has requested the Arizona Interagency Farmworkers Coalition (AIFC) to select a 
replacement from among its six new board members to represent PPEP. She will continue to serve until 
a replacement is identified and seated, at which time she will submit her formal letter of resignation. 
Board members Maritza Lynn Higuera, Linda Dailing, Dr. Celestino Fernandez, and Gertha Brown-Hurd 
each express appreciation and gratitude for the board member’s decades of leadership and service. 
Superintendent Berumen also extends her gratitude. 

 
Board Contact Roster and Meeting Time Discussion 

 
Mr. Carpenter raises the question of whether the 6:00 PM meeting start time is suitable for all board 
members, noting that Dr. Ricardo Castro-Salazar commutes from work. He asks whether a 6:30 PM 
start time would be more convenient. Board member Dr. Celestino Fernandez indicates that 6:00 PM 
generally works for him and suggests checking directly with Dr. Castro-Salazar. Meeting time remains 
at 6:00 PM unless otherwise communicated by board members. Dr. Fernandez agrees to follow up with 
Dr. Castro-Salazar regarding his absence and to confirm whether the 6:00 PM start time continues to 
work for him. 

 
Dr. Fernandez also recommends creating a board roster with both email addresses and phone 
numbers for all members to ensure quorum can be established efficiently in future meetings. Mr. 
Carpenter confirms that such a roster already exists at the office and commits to distributing it to all 
board members. 

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

This is the time for the public to comment. Members of the Board may not discuss items that are not 
specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.01(I), action taken as a 
result of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter, responding to any criticism, 
or scheduling the matter for further consideration and decision at a later date. 
No public comment was received. 



 
ADJOURN  

Meeting adjourned by Board President Maria Chavez. 
 

July 13, 2026, Meeting Minutes 


	The meeting is delayed from its scheduled 6:00 PM start due to the absence of Board President Maria Chavez and board member Dr. Ricardo Castro-Salazar. Mr. Carpenter contacts President Chavez by phone and she joins the meeting via speakerphone, establ...

