
Board Meeting Minutes September 8, 2025 

     PPEP TEC HIGH SCHOOL 
              GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 
      PPEP TEC High School Administrative Office 

         Via Zoom Meeting and Conference Call 
                   1840 E Benson Highway 
                  Tucson, AZ 85714 
 

                  September 8, 2025 
          6:30 PM 

 

    MINUTES 

  

Notice 

A notice of this meeting was posted at the PPEP TEC High School Administration Office, 1840 E. Benson 

Highway, Tucson, Arizona; the PPEP & Affiliates, Inc. Main Office, 802 E. 46th Street, Tucson, Arizona; the PPEP 

NFJP / DOL / Behavioral Health Office, 901 E. 46th St., Tucson, AZ; September 5, 2025 

 

 

Call to Order  

 

Superintendent, Wayne Tucker, calls the meeting to order 

at 6:30 PM. and leads rollcall via a virtual Zoom meeting. All board members that are 

present for this meeting and acknowledge their attendance with a response of  “present” and 

a quorum is formed. 

Old Business 

 

I.   Approval of Minutes from the Meeting of July 14, 2025- Action Item 

The motion is made to approve the minutes of the July,2025 meeting by board member Dr. Celestino 

Fernandez and seconded by board member Linda Dailing. The vote is unanimous including board 

member Dr. Castro Salazar and member Maritza Higuera, board member Brown-Hurd is absent for this 

voting: the motion is carried.  

New Business 

 

 II.   Approve the 2026 Budget -Action Item 

 

The board votes on the 2026 Budget which was previously presented at the June 23, 2025, 

meeting. 
 

The motion is made to approve the 2026 Budget by board member Dr. Celestino Fernandez and 

seconded by board member Linda Dailing. The vote is unanimous including board member Dr. Castro 

Salazar and member Maritza Higuera, board member Brown-Hurd is absent for this voting: the motion 

is carried.  

 

In Attendance-Board via Zoom Meeting In Attendance -Administration via Zoom Meeting 

Maria Chavez, Board President Dr. John Arnold, CEO, and founder of PPEP Inc. 

Dr. Celestino Fernandez, Board Member Wayne Tucker, PTHS Superintendent 

Dr. Ricardo Castro Salazar, Board Member  

Linda Dailing, Board Member  

Maritza Higuera, Board Member  

Not Attending  

Gertha Brown-Hurd, Board Member  
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III. Approve the 2026 AFR Project Tab-Action Item 

 

Board President, Maria Chavez, moves to approve the 2026 AFR Project Tab, which involves 

cleaning up and modifying the reporting instrument. 

 
The motion is made to approve the 2026 AFR Project Tab by board member Dr. Celestino Fernandez 

and seconded by board member Linda Dailing. The vote is unanimous including board member Dr. 

Castro Salazar and member Maritza Higuera, board member Brown-Hurd is absent for this voting: the 

motion is carried.  

 
 

IV. Removal of Mr. Arnold Palacios from PTHS Governing Board- Action Item   

 
Board President. Maria Chavez moves to remove Mr. Arnold Palacios from the board with 

regret due to his formal request. 

 
The motion is made to approve the removal of Mr. Arnol palacios from the PTHS Governing Board by 

board member Dr. Celestino Fernandez and seconded by board member Linda Dailing. The vote is 

unanimous including board member Dr. Castro Salazar and member Maritza Higuera, board member 

Brown-Hurd is absent for this voting: the motion is carried.  

 

 

V. Induction of Ms. Maritza Higuera to PTHS Governing Board- Action Item 

 
Wayne Tucker announces Maritza as the new board member of PPEP High School Governing 

Board. Maritza shares her background in education and her commitment to the board's 

mission. 

 
The motion is made to approve the induction of Ms. Maritza Higuera to the PTHS Governing Board by 

board member Dr. Celestino Fernandez and seconded by board member Linda Dailing. The vote is 

unanimous including board member Dr. Castro Salazar and member Maritza Higuera, board member 

Brown-Hurd is absent for this voting: the motion is carried.  

 

 Miscellaneous 

 
 

Call to the Public-This is the time for the public to comment. Members of the Board may not 

discuss items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. 

§ 38-431.01 (H), action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to directing staff 

to study the matter, responding to any criticism, or scheduling the matter for further 

consideration and decision at a later date. 

  
PPEP CEO & Founder, Dr. John Arnold, shares updates on activities and events, including a resource 

fair and upcoming certifications. He mentions the involvement of African and Indian students and 

community members in various PPEP programs and events. Dr. Arnold highlights the success of 

Strikes for Scholars event, which raised eight thousand dollars and shares pictures.  Dr. Arnold 

shares a video and story about PPEP's relief efforts during Hurricane Katrina. The team organized 77 

moving trucks and semis to transport supplies to Clarksdale, Mississippi. 

PPEP's efforts were recognized by the US Senate, Arizona state governor, and legislature and      

emphasizes the importance of staying prepared for future disasters. 

 

  Adjourn-Board President Maria Chavez 

   

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM       


