
     PPEP TEC HIGH SCHOOL 
              GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 
      PPEP TEC High School Administrative Office 
         Via Zoom Meeting and Conference Call 
                   1840 E Benson Highway 
                	  Tucson, AZ 85714 

                  March 2, 2022 
          6:30 PM 

    MINUTES 
  

Notice 
A notice of this meeting was posted at the PPEP TEC High School Administration Office, 1840 E. Benson 
Highway, Tucson, Arizona; the PPEP & Affiliates, Inc. Main Office, 802 E. 46th Street, Tucson, Arizona; the PPEP 
NFJP / DOL / Behavioral Health Office, 901 E. 46th St., Tucson, AZ; March 1, 202 

	 	  
	  

Call to Order	 

Madam President Gertha Brown Herd calls the meeting to order 
at 6:30 PM.  Superintendent Wayne Tucker leads rollcall via zoom. All board members that  
are present for this meeting, acknowledge their attendance with a response of “here” or 
“present” including board secretary Hector Sanchez via phone and a quorum is confirmed.  

Old Business 

I. Approval of Minutes from the Meeting of October 6, 2021– Action Item 
	 	  

The motion is made to approve the minutes of October 6, 2021, meeting by board secretary, 
Hector Sanchez, and seconded by board member Dr. Celestino Fernandez. The vote is 
unanimous including member Arnold Palacios; the motion is carried. 

	 	  
II. Approval of Minutes from the Meeting of January 19, 2022 -Action Item 

The motion is made to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2022,  meeting by board 
member Dr. Celelstino Fernandez and seconded by board member Arnold Palacios. The 

In Attendance-Board via Zoom Meeting In Attendance -Administration via Zoom Meeting

Gertha Brown-Hurd, Board President Wayne Tucker, PTHS Superintendent

Dr. Celestino Fernandez, Board Member Linda Garcia, PTHS Recruitment & Retention 
CoordinatorArnold Palacios, Board Member

Hector Sanchez, Board Secretary (via telephone)
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vote is unanimous including Board Secretary Hector Sanchez telephonically; the motion is 
carried 

New Business 

III. Review and Approval of the SY 2022 Annual Disclosure Statement -Action Item 

Superintendent, Wayne Tucker, explains that the disclosure statement is done every year and 
it is the document detailing each site and hours of operations and where board meeting 
agendas are displayed and open to the public. There is a change this year with Colin Powell 
Learning Center at Sierra Vista changing address but everything else is the same.  
The motion is made to approve The PTHS Annual Disclosure Statement by board member 
Dr. Celestino Fernandez and seconded by member Arnold Palacios. The vote is unanimous 
including Board Secretary Hector Sanchez telephonically; the motion is carried 

IV. Review and Approval of Abstinence Plus Reproductive and Relationship Health Cur-
riculum for Cochise County sites – Action Item  

Superintendent, Wayne Tucker, explains that last year in July, Governor Doug Ducey signed   
house bill 2035. One of the education legislations that came out of that was that it requires  
any school that wants to teach any sex education class or sex education curriculum, the gov-
erning board must approve it and the curriculum must be posted on the school website. The 
only schools actively teaching reproductive health classes are the sites in Cochise County. 
The curriculum is produced by the county health department and approved by the State as it 
is significantly abstinence based. Board member Dr. Fernadez asks if it is a requirement to 
teach this curriculum and Superintendent Tucker answers that it is not required to teach it at 
all. It is a county taught course done over a couple of weeks when a representative from the 
health department would go to the schools to teach the students about abstinence, safe sex, 
and how to identify unhealthy relationships.  

The motion is made to approve by board member Arnold Palacios and seconded by member 
Dr. Celestino Fernandez. The vote is unanimous; the motion is carried.  
  

March 2, 2022, Meeting Minutes



	 Miscellaneous 

V. School Updates- 

Retention and recruitment coordinator, Linda Garcia, begins with sharing her screen with the 
board. Linda Garcia demonstrates to the board a newsletter for the district. She mentions 
that if there is anything else that the board would like to add, it can be done. The first page 
of the newsletter shows pictures of students at the youth peace conference that our students 
at the Celestino Fernandez Learning Center participated in the fall. The photographer was 
very impressed with the outcome of our students and their engagement. The same picture 
can be seen in the youthandpeace.org websites main page.  
The next page is about pre-enrollments. This year it is more like a campaign with contests 
and prizes to create enthusiasm in the process. Raul Castro Learning Center was the first 
school to win a prize for their efforts in the highest pre-enrollments in just three days. More 
pre-enrollments will be coming in and Stephanie Gomez, student data coordinator, sends out 
reports of the number of enrollments and pre-enrollments will also be attached.  
Then in the newsletter, there is a section about the Mexican consulate working with PPEP to 
provide free English classes for adults at the Celestino Fernandez Learning Center. It is 
available for community members who want to learn English at an elementary and middle 
school level. We have a program facilitator who is also a PPEP employee. At this moment it 
is looking like it will be twice a week for two hours each day. It is an exciting opportunity 
and will hopefully grow into providing citizenship classes, ELD, GED, tutoring, etc. It will 
be pitched to our students so that they may tell their families about it and the consulate will 
also be sending referrals to the program and promote it to the community at large.  
Up next on the newsletter is the migrant program. While gathering information on the 
migrant students, Linda found out that at the Raul Castro Learning Center migrant 
population has grown exponentially in the last five years. She reached out to Michelle 
Iniguez, Migrant Coordinator, to give more information about the program in Douglas. Now 
they have been working on identifying the migrant students in Douglas and ensuring that 
they have the appropriate resources available. There is now a full-time person dedicated to 
the migrant students at the Raul Castro Learning Center. Linda continues to talk about all the 
work that the migrant programs are doing and what the students are working on. They are 
connecting with adults if they have young people who need to go to high school and out of 
school youths who work but want to get a GED. The migrant students enrolled at PPEP have 
been reaching out to the community. There’s been college workshops, visits to universities, 
and they have parent nights which also happens throughout the district.  
Up next in the newsletter is scholarships. There is a list of scholarships that our students 
have applied for. The students are working hard on their essays, community service projects, 
and letters of recommendations. The graduation coach in Douglas, Emily Tinoco, confirmed 
that three students have received a full ride scholarship to Eastern Arizona College. 
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Next up are pictures of students at the Jose Yepez and Raul Castro  learning centers 
participating in community service and lastly are pictures of the new Colin Powell building 
in Sierra Vista. The grand opening is scheduled for March 31st. Linda Garcia will be sending 
out evites to the event. Board President, Gertha Brown-Hurd, is impressed with the 
newsletter. Member, Arnold Palacios, also mentions that the newsletter really does highlight  
the activities at the schools.  
Linda then proceeds to show the board a video of a PPEP graduate who was a recipient of 
the LULAC scholarship just to get an idea of what our alumni are doing now with the goal 
of being able to provide updates on what our graduates are doing throughout the year.  
Linda shows the updated website to the board. There are featured videos on the website now 
and there is an article on Alice Paul Learning Center in the local newspaper about a project 
they did for Black History Month.  
Superintendent, Wayne Tucker, mentions that if the next board meeting in June is in person 
he would like it to have it in the new Colin Powell building. 

Call to the Public-This is the time for the public to comment. Members of the Board may not 
discuss items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. § 
38-431.01 (H), action taken because of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the 
matter, responding to any criticism, or scheduling the matter for further consideration and decision 
at a later date. 

	 	 Adjourn-Board member President Gertha Brown Hurd  
	 	 Board member Hector Sanchez moves to adjourn the meeting.  
	 	  

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM	 	  
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