
     PPEP TEC HIGH SCHOOL 
              GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 
      PPEP TEC High School Administrative Office 
         Via Zoom Meeting and Conference Call 
                   1840 E Benson Highway 
                	  Tucson, AZ 85714 

                  June 28th, 2023 
          6:30 PM 

    MINUTES 
  

Notice 
A notice of this meeting was posted at the PPEP TEC High School Administration Office, 1840 E. Benson 
Highway, Tucson, Arizona; the PPEP & Affiliates, Inc. Main Office, 802 E. 46th Street, Tucson, Arizona; the PPEP 
NFJP / DOL / Behavioral Health Office, 901 E. 46th St., Tucson, AZ; June 26, 2023 

Call to Order	 

Madam President Gertha Brown Herd calls the meeting to order 
at 6:30 PM.  Superintendent Wayne Tucker leads rollcall. All board members are present for 
this meeting and acknowledge their attendance with a response of “here” or “present” and a 
quorum is formed.  

Old Business 

I. Approval of the March 1, 2023, Meeting Minutes– Action Item 
	 	  

The motion is made to approve the minutes of March 1, 2023, meetings by board member Maria 
Chavez and seconded by board secretary Arnold Palacios. The vote is unanimous: the motion is 
carried.  

New Business  

II. Review and Approval of the FY 2024 PPEP TEC High School Proposed Budget-Action 
Item 

In Attendance-Board In Attendance -Administration 

Gertha Brown-Hurd, Board President	 (via Zoom) Dr. John Arnold. PPEP Inc CEO & Founder

Maria Chavez, Board Member Wayne Tucker, PTHS Superintendent

Arnold Palacios, Board Member	 Michael Carpenter, PTHS Budget Grant Analysist

Hector Sanchez, Board Secretary (via phone)  Mchael Burns, PTHS 

Dr. Celestino Fernandez, Board Member 
Dr. Yvonne Perez, Board Member
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Mr. Carpenter presents the FY 2024 proposed budget to the board. Board member, Maria 
Chavez asks if there is a reduction on aides and Mr. Tucker explains that the aide was 
converted to full teacher that was funded through a grant.  

The motion is made to approve The FY 2024 PPEP TEC High School Proposed Budget by board 
member Dr. Celsestino Fernandez, seconded by member Hector Sanchez. The vote is unanimous: the 
motion is carried.  

III. Review and Approval of the SY 2023-24 School Calendars-Action Item 

Mr. Tucker explains that the school calendars try to maintain a similar calendar to their locations thus 
breaks are different in some sites.   

The motion is made to approve the SY 2023-24 PPEP TEC High School Calendar by member  
Arnold Palacios and seconded by member Maria Chavez. The vote is unanimous including Board 
Secretary Hector Sanchez telephonically; the motion is carried.  

IV. Review and Approval of the FY 2023-24 Governing Board Calendar-Action Item 

Mr. Tucker presents to the governing board meeting dates to the board.  

The motion is made to approve the FY 2023-24 PPEP TEC High School Governing Board Calendar 
by board member Dr. Celestino Fernandez and seconded by member Maria Chavez.. The vote is 
unanimous including members Board Secretary Hector Sanchez telephonically; the motion is 
carried.  

V. Review and Approval of the FY 2023-2024 Student Parent Handbook – Action Item 

Mr. Tucker explains that the only changes are the dates to reflect the new school year. There 
are no new changes to the handbook.  

The motion is made to approve the FY 2023-24 Student Parent Handbook by board member Maria 
Chavez and seconded by member Arnold Palacios.. The vote is unanimous including members Board 
Secretary Hector Sanchez telephonically; the motion is carried. 

VI. Review and Approval of Updated SPED Policies And Procedures – Action Item 

Mr. Tucker begins to explain that the PTHS SPED Director, Karol Basel, works with the 
state to ensure that the schools are up to date on any changes and are in compliance 
regarding Special Education. But it must be approved by the board as well.  

The motion is made to approve the Updated SPED Policies And Procedures by board member Dr. 
Celestino Fernandez and seconded by member Dr. Yvonne Perez.. The vote is unanimous including 
members Board Secretary Hector Sanchez telephonically; the motion is carried.  

VII. Review and Approval of 3-year Project Plan for PPEP TEC Schools-Action Item	  

Mr. Tucker begins presenting to the board. These plans have been discussed previously at PPEP Inc. 
board meeting in a general sense, but this will be specifically focused on the schools. These projects 
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are aspirations. On the screen, he shares a list of projects including: an entrance gate, access control 
for entry door with permit, repaving the parking lot, redo SPED room, retractable accordion wall in 
classroom. One of the projects is switching the kitchen in the Somerton location into the smaller 
faculty break room to free up the space for another classroom to have more EL students as there is a 
waiting list. The cafeteria is not really being used by the students. They get their food and go sit 
somewhere else. Building into the back of it is a patio with shade being provided. Another project is 
an additional room to the 12th street building in Douglas to accommodate another twenty-five 
students that are on the waiting list by developing it into a multipurpose room and freeing up the 
cafeteria space to convert it to a classroom. Mr. Tucker continues explaining that another project is 
painting the schools with the school colors as well as decorative murals. Board member Maria 
Chavez comments with the additional space needed will be good to accommodate as many students 
as possible.  

The motion is made to approve of 3-year Project Plan for PPEP TEC Schools by board secretary 
Hector Sanchez and seconded by member Maria Chavez.. The vote is unanimous: the motion is 
carried.  

	 Miscellaneous 

VIII. School Updates- 

Michael Burns begins presenting to the board. There were almost two hundred graduates this past 
school year. The goal is to prepare these graduates for life after high school. A couple of students 
from the Yuma locations also earned a certification in home healthcare through a partnership with the 
Regional Center for Border Health. Some students also attended a engineering camp at Arizona State 
University to experience college and participated in various workshops. Cesar Chavez Learning 
Center has their soccer team that has been doing well.  
Mr. Burns explains that Linda Garcia has been working on marketing and recruitment through Cox, 
Azteca TV, KOLD, Spotify, La Caliente, Estrella TV, and Telemundo.  
At Alice Paul Learning Center, there will be ads in mailers. Mr. Burns talks about the teacher mentor 
system and how each teacher has a group of mentees. This year each mentor will have a file for their 
student and work collectively with the student support specialist and grad coach to help the student 
as best as possible. 

Mr. Tucker tells the board that the Mr. Keith Greer is coming back as the Lead Teacher at the Alice 
Paul Learning Center.   

Call to the Public-This is the time for the public to comment. Members of the Board may not 
discuss items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. § 
38-431.01 (H), action taken because of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the 
matter, responding to any criticism, or scheduling the matter for further consideration and decision 
later. 

Dr. Arnold mentions how excited he is for the home health care, the welding, and the automotive                
programs at the PPEP schools.  
Member Maria Chavez comments on the retention and withdrawal rates. Mr. Tucker answers that there is a 
system in place to monitor the W4 withdrawals that there were some issues with it but with this last semester, 
the strategic planning team have been working on accounting for any discrepancies.  

	 	 Adjourn-Board member President Gertha Brown Hurd  
	 	 Board secretary Hector Sanchez moves to adjourn the meeting. 
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Meeting adjourned at 7:40PM 
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